CAC 2024 Annual Report January 14, 2025
To the Ancram Town Board:

In 2024, most of the attention and work of the CAC was focused on planning and developing an Open
Space Plan (OSP) for Ancram. The OSP will provide a crucial and fundamental planning document for
the Town. It will serve as voluntary guide to preserving high priority areas: ecologically valuable
places, prime farmland, water resources, and scenic resources. And it will help the Town direct
development to other appropriate parts of the Town. Organization of the OSP is based on the six
Conservation Areas of Ancram that are listed and described in Ancram’s Natural Resource
Conservation Plan (NRCP) which was approved by the Town Board in 2015. Our goal is designate high
priority areas for conservation in each area.

We have formed an OSP Advisory Committee which consists of:
Colleen Lutz

Jane Meigs

Jonathan Meigs

Jamie Purinton

Erin Robertson

Susan Arterian

Stuart Farr

Gretchen Stevens, Consultant

We are currently working with Colleen Lutz to find areas that have the greatest environmental and
community value, using computer overlays of forests, wetlands, rivers, streams and ponds, steep
slopes and ridgelines, prime farmland soils, and scenic resources.

As we write the OSP, we will rely on the important background information and recommendations in
the NRCP. We hope to integrate and update the NRCP into the OSP so that it become an up-to-date
guide for the town and a useful tool for the Planning Board, Town Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and
Zoning Revisions Committee and other town councils and groups. In 2025, we will organize and hold
public meeting sessions to incorporate ideas and input from town residents into the OSP and to
educate the public about the vital natural resources of our Town.

We are waiting to hear if we will receive a $10,000 grant from DEC to cover costs of the OSP. With an
OSP in hand, we will be in an advantageous position to apply for additional funding and grants from
the DEC, NY State and non-profits to acquire and conserve forests and other high priority areas.

The Columbia Land Conservancy is currently engaged in creating an Open Space Plan and
Conservation Area Guide for Columbia County. Jane Meigs is Ancram’s rep for this project.

Another CAC project in 2024 has been to develop an invasive Species project at the CLC Overmountain
and Drowned Lands areas. In the spring, we will Install brush stations and an educational kiosk on
how people can help control the spread of Invasive species.



