Agenda – March 12, 2020
7 pm: Special Town Board Meeting
Recusal check
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Dog Control Officer Interview
Town Highway Superintendent Report
Possible Executive Session
Town Board member comments
Next Town Board Meetings: Public Hearing – Streetlights - March 14, 2020 @ 10 am; Town
Board meeting - March 19, 2020 @ 7 pm
6. Resolutions
6.1 Speed Limit Reduction on CR 3 to 45 - Whereas, a resident living on CR 3 has complained
that the posted 55 mph speed limit on this road is too high for safe travel and poses a threat to
public safety, bikers, pedestrians and agricultural vehicles, and whereas slow moving
agricultural vehicles use this road throughout the year, and whereas large trucks use this roads
as a shortcut from SR 22 to SR 82, and whereas several sections of CR 3 contain sharp curves
and limited sight distances, therefore it is Resolved that the Town Highway Superintendent
submit a request to the County Traffic Safety Board and the County Highway Department to
lower the speed limit on CR 3 from 55 mph to 45 mph from SR 22 to where the 35 mph speed
limit is posted as you enter Ancramdale

6.2 Standard Workday for Animal Control Officer and Dog Control Officer – Resolved, that the
standard workday for the Town of Ancram Animal Control Officer and Dog Control Officer is 7
hours, and it is further resolved that the Town Clerk is authorized to report these

standard hours to the NYS Retirement System in the required Standard Workday
Resolution for Employees RS 2418 format after this resolution has been posted in the
Town Hall and on the Town website for 30 days.
6.3 Resolution opposing proposed 30-Day Amendment to the State Budget

Whereas, the NYS Constitution and Municipal Home Rule Law grant local autonomy to
municipalities, particularly with respect to local land use regulation, and;
Whereas, the Town of Ancram adopted a Comprehensive Plan in 2010, enacted revised
zoning regulations consistent therewith in 2014 and recently updated the Plan again in 2019,
and;
Whereas, Ancram’s Comprehensive Plan (previous and updated versions) acknowledge the
importance of agriculture, open space, and the environment to the economy and the character
of the Town, and declared the support and preservation of agricultural lands to be critical to
preserving the rural life-style of Ancram and;
Whereas, Ancram passed both wind and solar laws to allow for such facilities in a manner and
scale consistent with the environmental, agricultural, and community character values of our
community, and:

Whereas the Town initiated use of the New York State Unified Solar Permit to encourage
individual and small-scale use of solar panels, and placed solar panels at Town Hall, and;
Whereas in developing its updated 2019 Comprehensive Plan, the residents of the Town of
Ancram identified large scale solar facilities as a threat to the other values important to our
community, and;
Whereas our updated 2019 Comprehensive Plan established the policy to continue to allow
solar and wind projects for agricultural, residential and small business use, as well as
appropriately scaled solar and wind projects that generate electricity for the Ancram
community, and;
Whereas our 2019 Comprehensive Plan establishes the desire of the Town of Ancram to
exclude “large scale commercial wind and solar operations that export electricity outside the
town as these are considered inconsistent with the rural character of the community” and;
Whereas a proposed 30-day amendment to the 2020 New York State budget, entitled TED
Part JJJ, would create a new State Agency, the Office of Renewable Energy Siting, that would
eliminate or substantially restrict the Town of Ancram’s ability to regulate renewable energy
projects, and;
Whereas, the proposed amendment significantly diminishes the role of public input in the siting
process, and;
Whereas, the proposed amendment significantly diminishes any role for the Department of
Agriculture and Markets and significantly diminishes the important role farmland has in our
state, and;
Whereas, the proposed amendment was introduced in a manner that effectively precludes
municipalities from analyzing and commenting upon it, and;
Whereas, the Town of Ancram objects to the establishment of major State policy initiatives
through the State budget process;
Now, therefore:
Be it resolved that the Ancram Town Board opposes the proposed budget amendment and any
attempts to diminish Ancram’s authority to establish and enforce its land use regulations.

