Town of Ancram
Town Board
Public Hearing Preliminary 2019 Budget
October 18, 2018
Present:

Supervisor Arthur Bassin
Councilman Hugh Clark
Councilman David Boice
Councilwoman Madeline Israel
Councilwoman Bonnie Hundt
Town Clerk Monica Cleveland
Highway Superintendent James Miller

Supervisor Arthur Bassin called the public hearing on the Preliminary 2019 Budget
at 6:45 pm.
Mr. Bassin asked if there were any public comments from the floor.
Ms. Jane Plasman addressed the board concerning the proposed increase of
$10,000 for the Roe Jan library. Ms. Plasman gave to the board statistics regarding
the use by Town of Ancram residents of the Roe Jan Library. These included
Ancram’s contribution. At this time $7,500 is given to the library from the town
budget. This constitutes $5 per resident support per year. If the board increases
the support to $17,500, the ammount per resident contributed to the library will
increase to $11.67 per year. At this time there are 585 cardholders in Ancram,
representing about 30% of the population. This compares to 3187 cardholders in
Copake and Hillsdale, which represents about 60% of the Copake/Hillsdale
population. Ancram’s current contribution per library cardholder is $12.82
compared to the Hillsdale/Copake contribution per cardholder of $30.59. If
Ancram increases its contribution to the $17,500 requested, its contribution per
cardholder will be $29.91, about equal to the Copake/Hillsdale contribution per
cardholder.
Ms. Jennifer Berne addressed the board in support of the library. She stated that
in writing her childrens books, she used the libraries resourses for her research.
Mrs. Geraldine Kluge addressed the board as an educator. She felt, as a child of
the public education system, that it is the responsibility of the public to support
the public school system and the public library system.

Mrs. Lynn Perella gave support for the library. She said that as an artist she has
exhibited at the library and feels tht the town should support it.
Mr. Jim Stickle asked if the library was going to have a 414 vote again. Ms.
Plasman said that at this time the library will have to wait until next November.
She felt that there were many items in the budget well over the $10,000 increase
requested for the Library.
There being no more comments from the floor and none from town Board
members, a motion was made by Councilwoman Hundt and seconded by
Councilman Boice to close the public hearing. Motion carried. Hearing closed at
7:04.

Respectfully submitted by,

Monica R. Cleveland
Ancram Town Clerk

